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to that line of practical men which goes back to the legen-
dary founders. If courage was one of the cardinal virtues
of K'ung, progress was a generally accepted principle of
social and political thinking of the third and second cen-
turies b.c. And while one school of Mo-tse's followers
became preoccupied with his religious idealism, another
developed his scientific and logical method.
In a warring age, when the State of Chin was conquering
all its rivals, this was more timely than his pacifism and
altruism*
*To reward those who kill their enemies and in the same
breath to praise acts of mercy and benevolence—to honour
those who storm cities and at the same time to confess
belief in universal love—how can such confusion produce
a strong and efficient state?* asks the logical mind of Han
Fei.1 But these are later developments, and to the classic
age belongs Chuang-tse to add scepticism to mysticism,
and to re-affirm the naturalism and anarchism of Lao-tse
in exquisite parables and pungent aphorisms, and to add
to them a touch of cynicism and of humour. He is seen
fishing when a deputation arrives to offer him the position
of Prime Minister of the State of Chu.
*I hear/ he said without looking up, 'that there is a
sacred tortoise which your Prince keeps in a chest in his
ancestral shrine though it has been dead these three thou-
sand years. Do you suppose it would prefer to be venerated
in death, or to be wagging its tail in the mud alive?'
'Surely the latter', said the officials.
"Then away with you', said the philosopher, 'and leave
me to wag mine!' This is what a modern critic calls the
'old-rogue* spirit in so many of China's scholars.
Equally impertinent was he to the memory of K'ung
Fu-tse—whom he called 'a word-spinner' throwing dust
in the eyes of rulers and turning scholars from the true
Tao, making much of filial piety, and confusing men with
ancient sophistries. - Though we know little of his life we
know much of the teachings of this Diogenes of China.
* Ha Shih, The Development of the Logical Method m Ancient China, p. 6x.

